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LINCOLN RESTLER
SELLS YOU OUT.

Brooklyn Heights money. Bike-lane priorities. A pledge to shrink the NYPD. A wife inside the mayor's

budget office. Five years in, it is fair to ask who Lincoln Restler is actually working for.

5
council members who voted

against a police pension bill on

May 20, 2026. Restler was one.

15
Democrats who quit his caucus

rather than sign his pledge to

shrink the NYPD.

$417,555
in taxpayer matching funds for

his three campaigns.

3%
of his 2025 campaign money

came from Greenpoint. Half

came from one Brooklyn Heights

ZIP code.

24%
of the vote went to a challenger

with no money in the 2025

primary.

CYCLISTS OVER FAMILIES.
A three-year-old was hit in the Bedford Avenue bike lane and

Williamsburg parents begged the city to move it. Restler filed a court

affidavit to keep it, and City Hall said he had "turned his back on the

very people he was elected to represent." On McGuinness Boulevard

he pushed a road diet over hundreds of Greenpoint neighbors and the

businesses that employ them. He voted against telling you when your

parking spot is removed, and wrote a bill to tow cars for alternate-side

violations.

Williamsburg 365, June 2025; Gothamist, 2025; BKReader, Sept. 12, 2023; Council votes on

Int. 103 and 104, Dec. 19, 2024; Int. 627-2026.

PLEDGED TO SHRINK THE NYPD.
As co-chair of the Council's Progressive Caucus, Restler pushed a

written pledge to "reduce the size and scope of the NYPD." Fifteen

Democrats walked out rather than sign it. He is lead sponsor of Mayor

Mamdani's $1.1 billion plan to send civilians instead of police officers

on many 911 calls. On May 20, 2026, he was one of just five council

members to vote against a police pension bill that passed 42 to 5.

City & State, Feb. 2023; Epicenter NYC, Feb. 10, 2023; New York Post, Dec. 18, 2025;

Council roll call, SLR 8-2026.

RAISED ON WALL STREET. VOTES
WITH THE SOCIALISTS.
Son of a private-equity founder and a J.P. Morgan managing director.

Packer Collegiate. Brown. Pierrepont Street. "Trust fund baby" is what

the Brooklyn Democratic Party chair says people call him. Half his

2025 campaign cash came from one Brooklyn Heights ZIP code;

Greenpoint gave $3,130; taxpayers added $202,667. He endorsed

Zohran Mamdani and carries the democratic-socialist mayor's agenda

in the Council while calling himself a fighter for working people. He

spent $27,600 polling a race he won by 51 points. Someone is

measuring a bigger electorate.

CAI Capital Partners; City & State, May 2025; NYC Campaign Finance Board, 2025 filings;

City & State endorsement tracker, June 2025.

HIS WIFE RUNS THE BUDGET
DIRECTOR'S OFFICE.
Restler chairs the Council's Contracts Committee, the watchdog over

how City Hall pays its bills. His wife, Anna Poe-Kest, is chief of staff to

the mayor's budget director, the office that controls those bills. The

city's ethics board had to write special recusal rules so he could keep

the gavel, and his own colleagues say he should have disclosed it

sooner. When he says he is holding City Hall accountable, ask which

side of the table he is sitting on.

City & State, "Hello from the other side," May 1, 2026.

"DIVISIVE IN MANY WAYS" WITH "A NARROW VIEW BASED

ON HIS PERSONAL AGENDA."

Rodneyse Bichotte Hermelyn, Chair of the Brooklyn

Democratic Party, explaining why the party ran a

candidate against him in 2025.

WE DESERVE BETTER THAN A PRIVATE-EQUITY

NEPO BABY WHO SELLS US OUT FOR CYCLISTS

WHILE POLISHING HIS SOCIALIST CREDENTIALS

FOR HIS NEXT CAMPAIGN.

On March 26, 2026 he also voted no on security

perimeters around schools during protests, then

rallied at City Hall for the veto. Ask him why.

Sources: NYC Council Legistar (votes, sponsorships); NYC Campaign Finance Board candidate summaries and itemized filings, 2021–2025; City &

State NY, Feb. 2023, May 2025, May 1, 2026; Williamsburg 365, June 2025; Gothamist, 2025; BKReader, Sept. 2023; New York Post via AOL,

Dec. 18, 2025; Epicenter NYC, Feb. 10, 2023; The Forward, Mar. 27, 2026; CAI Capital Partners; Wikipedia, "Lincoln Restler."
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